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THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES 


PREVALENCE DURING 1931 IN STATES 


f The tables which appear on the following pages have been compiled from 
€ data furnished by the health officers of the several States, the District of Columbia, 
and insular possessions. The data for syphilis and gonorrhea were furnished by 
the division of venereal diseases of the Public Health Service. The reports for 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, tularaemia, typhus fever, and undulant fever 
have been supplemented by other data received by the Public Health Service. 
The following is a list of the diseases included: 


Typhoid fever (1). Rabies in man (21). 

Typhus fever (3). Tuberculosis (respiratory system and all forms) 
Undulant fever (5). 32). 

Smallpox (6). Syphilis (34). 

Measles (7). Gonorrhea (35). 

Scarlet fever (8). Yellow fever (37). 

Whooping cough (9). Malaria (38). 

Diphtheria (10). Chicken pox (44a). 

Influenza (11). Dengue (part 44c) 

Cholera (12). Mumps (part 44c). 

Plague (14). Rocky Mountain spotted fever (part 44c). 
Poliomyelitis (16). Tularaemia (part 44c). 

Lethargic encephalitis (17). Pellagra (62). . 
Meningococcus meningitis (18). Pneumonia (all forms) (107-109). 


Anthrax (20). | Septic sore throat (115a). 
Rabies in animals. | 
Nore.—Figures in parentheses refer to International List of Causes of Death. 


Morbidity and mortality data for 1931 were received from all the States (includ- 
ing the District of Columbia) except Utah. 

The populations given in the tables and used in computing case and death rates 
were estimated as of July 1, 1931, by the Bureau of the Census. 

The estimated expectancy, given in the summary for some of the diseases, is the 
result of an attempt to ascertain from the experience of recent years how many 
cases of the disease under consideration might be expected in 1931. The esti- 
mated expectancy is the median number of cases reported for the years 1924 to 
1930, inclusive. 

In comparing the figures for 1931 with the estimated expectancy, or with 
reports for preceding years, it should be borne in mind that there has been a 
gradual improvement in the fis green of notifiable diseases during the last few years. 
An increase in the number of cases reported may be due to better reporting of 
the particular disease rather than to an increase in the number of cases occurring. 

A relatively large number of reported cases of a notifiable disease, as indicated 
by a high case rate (and more especially when accompanied by a relatively small 
number of deaths), usually means that the health department of that State is 
active and that the cases of the disease are being well reported by the practicing 
physicians. It does not necessarily mean that the disease is more prevalent in 
that State than in other States. 

In some instances comparatively large numbers of cases of diseases reported in 
certain States may be due to the system of reporting rather than to unusual preva- 
lence of the diseases. For instance, in Mississippi physicians report some diseases 
monthly to the State health officer, giving the number of cases occurring in their 
practice during the month. This method of reporting probably is responsible, 
in part, at least, for the comparatively large numbers of cases of certain diseases 
reported in Mississippi. 

Tabulations of reported cases of, and deaths from, notifiable diseases, have been 
issued by the United States Public Health Service since 1912. (Reprints num- 
bered 163, 208, 298, 345, 426, 505, 551, 643, 681, 791, 879, 974, 1,056, and 1,132, 
and supplements numbered 67, 73, 79, 88, and 104.) 


SUMMARY 
TYPHOID FEVER (1) 
47 States:! 
Cases reported, 1931 (population 123,558,000) 26, 459 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 31, O88 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, 1931. 0. 214 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated 0.264 


Cases reported for each death registered, 5 


1 The District of Columbia is also included. 
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SMALLPOX (6) 


47 States:! 
Cases reported, 1931 (population 123,356,000) . . .............. 30, 151 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1924-1930_..........-....-.---..----------------.--.--- , 685 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy -_-............------.---------------------- 0. 286 
47 States:1 MEASLES (7) 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 340, 863 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy .................----...-..----------------- 2. 896 
Cases reported for each death registered, 142 
SCARLET FEVER (8) 
47 States: ! 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1924-1930_................---.------..----------------- 177, 938 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy _..................--...-------------------- 1.512 
Cases reported fomeach death registered, 1931................-....--------------.------------- 7 
47 States: ! WHOOPING COUGH (9) 
Cases reported, 1931 (population, 123,658,000) .............-....-.-..-..----------------2-2005e 169, 283 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1924-1080...............-....-.....---------------.--.- 160, 848 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy ----...._-.......-.-.--------.--------------- 1, 367 
47 States: 1 DIPHTHERIA (10) 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1924-1930..................---------------------------- 90, 739 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy - - -- 0.771 
Cases reported for each death registered, 12 
40 States: ! INFLUENZA (11) 
47 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 123,558,000). ......._........-.-----..-----..-------..---- 32, 356 
42 States: ! POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS) (16) 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1924-1930._...............-----..------------------.--- 3, 746 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy _...............-.------.------------------- 0. 037 
47 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 123,558,000) 2, 096 
45 States: } LETHARGIC ENCEPHALITIS (17) 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 119,820,000) ...................-.-.-_.---------.---------- 989 
40 States: ! MENINGOCOCCUS MENINGITIS (18) 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, 
46 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 120,928,000) 2576 
39 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 113,927,000) 2, 490 
Deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 1931_._.______.._- 5 0. 022 


1 The District of Columbia is also included. 
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TUBERCULOSIS (RESPIRATORY SYSTEM) (23) 


45 States: ! 
TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS) (23-32) 
47 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 123,558,000) 83, 137 
SYPHILIS (34) 
41 States: ! 
GONORRHEA (35) 
41 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1931 (population, 116,631,000) 156, 919 
MALARIA (38) 
32 States: 
37 States: 
CHICKEN POX (44A) 
47 States: ! 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1924-1930................--.----..-------------.--.-.-- 199, 506 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectaney-.---.-.....-...----- ra 1. 695 
45 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 117,886,000) _............-.-....----.--.------------------ 140 
MUMPS (PT. 44C) 
42 States: ? 
Estimated expeetancy, based on years 102, 233 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy -.-.-...........-.-------.------------------ 0. 984 
44 States: ? 
44 States: 
42 States: 2 
PELLAGRA (62) 
22 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1931 (population, 59,495,000) 27, 807 
40 States: ! 
Deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 0. 049 
PNEUMONIA (ALL FORMS) (107-109) 
46 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1931 (population, 119,278,000) ...........----- 100, 080 
SEPTIC SORE THROAT (115A) 
27 States: 
Cases reported, 1931 (population, 75,907,000) 4, 706 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, 1931_....-.....-.- > 0. 062 
37 States: ! 
Deaths: registered; 103,200,000) . 1, 381 
1 The District of Columbia is also included. 2 All 4 groups are different States. 


Note.—Figures in parentheses refer to International List of Causes of Death. 
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NOTIFIABLE DISEASES—STATES—1931 
| Cases and deaths reported, 1931, by States—Continued 


CHOLERA (12) 


No case of cholera, or death from this disease, was reported in the United 
States during the year 1931. 


PLAGUE (HUMAN) (14) 


No case of human plague, or death from this disease, was reported in continental 
United States during the year 1931. 

One fatal case was reported August 2, 1931, in Kula District, Maui Island, 
Hawaii Territory. 
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